Ultrastructural examination of experimentally induced premalignant lesions.
Lesions induced in hamster cheek pouch using dimethylbenz(alpha)anthracene were studied by transmission electron microscopy and compared with normal tissue. Features regarded as suggestive of progression towards malignancy were: increased numbers of membrane-bound vesicles in basal cells, gaps in the lamina densa associated with widening of the lamina lucida and an irregular epithelial-connective tissue junction, the presence of cerebriform cells and frequent close association of 2 or more intra-epithelial cells (lymphocytes, cerebriform cells, Langerhans cells).